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Draped in the colors of his country, 
this month's Secret Superstar holds the pride of 


his homeland very close to his heart. 


BINTS: 

1. This month's Secret Superstar arrived in the Federation like a "million" 
bucks when, on his first day on the job, he told a very "giving" Ted 
DiBiase to keep his filthy money because he wanted no part of it. 

22. In one of the greatest upsets in Federation history, this month's Secret 
Superstar shocked the wrestling world when he defeated Double J Jeff. 
Jarrett in a highly controversial match aired on Federation television. 

3. When it comes to high-impact aerial maneuvers, this much underrated 
Secret Superstar may very well be one of the best in the Federation, 

4. Recently, this month's Secret Superstar has been tag teaming with 
another Federation superstar with whom he has something very much 
in common 


THE SECRET SUPERSTAR |5: 
ANSWER ON PAGE 64 
2 pini 
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(c Name: Lenni 
(55% Age: 9 
Hometown: Lake Katrine, New York 

School: Crosby 

Grade: Fourth 

Future Ambition: Hockey player 

Favorite Federation Superstar: Shawn Michaels 
Least Favorite Federation Superstar: Jerry Lawler 
What T like best about the World Wrestling Federation: 
Watching the shows live 

ШІ were president of the World Wrestling Federation, 
Iwould: 

Get ringside seats at every show 

‘What ао when I'm not watching the World Wrestling 
Federation: Play Sega, Nintendo and play outside 














Name: Eric Steinmetz 


Age: 1+ 
Hometown: Oxford Tounship, New Jersey 
th 


n: To be a teacher 
: Big Daddy Cool Diesel 
ter Hearst- 


tay team match-up 
What I do when Pm not watching, 
Federation: | go camping and relax 
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Dear Editor, 

In the January 1996 issue of 
World Wrestling Federation 
Magazine, you interviewed 
Skip and Sunny of the Body 
Donnas. During that inter- 
view Sunny Кері mentioning 
the Heartbreak Kid Shawn 
Michaels. Do you think she 
has a thing for him—or пої? 


Chris Hallis 
Modesto, CA 


Dear Chris, 
Even though | am the editor 
of this magazine, Sunny's 


personal life is none ol 
my business. HOWEV- 
ER, if you asked me 

uestion off the 
record, | would hove to 
soy—YESI 


thot 


Deor Editor, 

You people of the New 
Generation have no ad- 
miration for Mr. Bob 
Backlund. If everybod: 
followed Mr. Backlund, 
the world would be a 
Utopia! All you plebeians 
must pay the appropriate 
attention to Mr. Backlund! 


Jessie Chan 
Wisconsin 


Dear Jessie, 

A Utopia? Jessie, | think 
you've been hitting that rum 
candy again! 


Dear Editor, 

Recently | read the Rookies 
to Legends story on Barry 
Horowitz in the December із- 
sue of World Wrestling Fed- 
eration Magazine. All my 
life І have always given up 
when things seemed to be 
getting tough. If the odds 
were stacked heavily against 


Dylan Everetts - Newburg, PA 
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me, | just quit! Well, since 
reading the article on 
Horowitz, my attitude has 
changed! | will never let any- 
one or anything stand in my 
ewe iain! Thank you, Bar- 
ry, for showing me the way! 


Barry Batston 
Tampa, FL 





Dear Editor, 
My dad and | are big fans 
of the Undertaker and Paul 
Bearer. We have noticed 
that since the Undertaker got 
his face smashed, his bald 
spot has gone away and he 
has more hair. It is our opin- 
ion that this is NOT the origi- 
nal Undertaker. Perhaps it is 
his younger brother. My dad 
and | would like to have con- 
firmation on this matter. 


Nicole Rothstein 
Joel Rothstein 
Chicago, IL 


Dear Nicole and Joel, 

What? Із everybody hitting 
that rum candy?! Let me as- 
sure you that there has been, 
is and always will be only 
one Undertaker. AND | don't 
think he's going to be too 
thrilled about that bald com- 


ment you made either! 


























ER Deor Mike, 
In my opinion—Jim Cornette 
Dear Editor, pretty much has the biggest 


You had the opportunity to MOUTH around! 
interview the British Bulldog 

and his big-mouth 
manager for In the 
Line of Fire, which 
appeared in the De- 
cember issue of 
World Wrestling 
Federation Maga- 
zine. lt seems as if 

Jim Cornette does — | 
all the Bulldog's 
talking. Does Cor- 
nette have the 
biggest mouth 
around, or does 
Bulldog just have 
nothing at all to 

"bark" about? 


Mike Edwards 
Sacramento, f г 
СА h> 


Broderick Poole - St. Paul, MN 








"Саш тне WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION SUPERSTAR HOTLINE АТ 


1-950 332- how 


$1.49 per minute. 
Must be 18 years of age or have parent's permission. 
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DOUBLE J JEFF 
JARREIT'S 
ALBUM REVIEW 


How in heck's 
nome did this 
here тада 


zine exis! without me? 
| mean, to have a 
grunge rocker replace 
me? My, my, my, 
Vincee baby, what in 
the good Lord's name 
were you thinkin’ 
about? As if ANY. 
ONE could replace ol' 
Double J! | think 
you've been drinkin’ 
too many of those cup- 
ochinos—IF you know 
what | mean! Anyway, 
let's forget the small 
talk and get to some- 
thing that really mat- 
ters—ME! What better 
way to celebrate my 
return to the World 
Wrestling Federation 
Magazine than to 
have me review my 
latest gem, Greater 




















течію мір GREAT? Ne % 
9 W! Ain't | A 
СВЕАТЕБ ТНАМ СВЕАТ Shown Michaels find | m Greater Thon ШШ 


















Than Great, the CD 
that’s sweepin' the 
country! 

Now, while | was 
taking some time off to 
reflect back on my il- 
lustrious Federation ca- 
reer, | came up with 
the unique concept of 
Greater Than Great. 
Basically, the album is 
EA are 
that the original artists 
screwed up in one 
way or another. On 
top of that, not only 
did | succeed in turn- 
ing these failures 
into hits, BUT | also 
dedicated them to var- 
ious World Wrestling 
Federation super- ) Do you really believe | nights but right there 
stars—and | use the / for one minute that the | down on the end of ol’ 
term, loosely—along | Undertaker broke the | Lonely Street? š 
the way! For examplel ( orbital socket in his ай 

face and that’s why he N 

wore thot dang ugly | This song refers to 
Көй, ihis: hare Bs one y cue el ole PD REED ious 
of the few original / world! The true reason ( truly! The New Gener- 
tunes on the CD. It's | behind that mask was | ation? | don't think sol 
based on Ahmed that the craters in the ( The World Wrestling $ 
Johnson, who до! Undertaker's face got } Federation is more like бе 
“rapped” іп the head / so bad һе hod to have | МҮ Generation! And 
a few times too many | them surgically filled! that's the Double J 
by yours truly—if you Generation! 
know what | mean! OVIN, TOUCHIN, SQ 

Anybody out there GREATER THAN GREAT 

RUNNING ON EMPTY with even half a brain | The original title cuton Ш 
Of course, this should / knows that this is what / my new CD just about Ж 
be Diesel's new theme Sunny wants to do to \ says it alll No matter Š 











song. | mean, what ol’ Double J! which way you slice 
does this guy have it—you can even use 
left? He claims to be one of those Ginsuz, 
BACK? He was never \ The Excellence of Exe- | for all that matters— e 
HERE to begin with! cution? The best there / when it comes right 


is, was and ever will \ down to it, ol’ Double 

be? Get a clue, Bret / J Jeff Jarrett, that's J E 

Hart, and join us here , DOUBLE-F J А DOU- 

in the real world! BLE-R E DOUBLE-T, is 
simply the best! 





himself on Saturday | GREAT] W 
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illion Dollar Man 

Ted DiBiase had 

an impact on the 

World Wrestling 
Federation unlike any other 
man in the sport of kings: 
buying up titles, corrupting 
officials and punishing ad. 
versaries with a variation of 
the sleeper called the Mil- 
lion Dollar Dream. Now 
DiBiase has passed on his 
legacy to the Ring Master, 
a gladiator that he insists 
represents every ideal the 
Million Dollar Man holds 
close to his heart. 

This gladiator didn't 
come across his nickname 
by chance. Without Di- 
Biase's backing, he'd still 
be one of the most versa- 
tile athletes to ever step 
through the ropes. His 
repertoire includes light- 


ning quickness, 

remarkable pow- 

er and the abi 

lity to shift 

strategies as 

the situation 

dictates, 

keeping one 

step ahead of 

his opponents 

Then there's his 

attitude. Anyone 

who ever meets 

the Ring Master 

rapidly realizes 

that this is a very bitter 

man. Before entering the 

Federation, he competed 

in other venues and never 

was satisfied with the qual- 

ity of his foes. As a result, 

he contends, his skills 

were ignored—until Di- 

Biase came into his life 
The Million Dollar Man 

not only gave the Ring 

Master the opportunity of 

a lifetime by bringing him to 

the Federation, but Di- 


Biase 

also taught his protegé the 
deadly Million Dollar 
Dream and awarded him 
with the Milion Dollar Belt, 
a glittery ornament that the 
Ring Master insists is as 
important as the Federa- 
tion Championship. 

Finally, the Ring Master 
has the attention he's long 
coveted, but new visibility 
can also mean new prob- 
lems. Not only does he 


now have 

to contend with his ring ri- 
vals in the Federation but 
also his cohorts in Di- 
Biase's Corpo- 


ration- who WR 
> 
KA 


may resent his 


Hometown: 
Seasonal 
Residences 
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through a food dehydro- \ were married to Gorilla, | 
lor—a few times!!! The / wouldn't come out of hi- 
guy hos so many wrinkles  bernation either! The only 
in his face that he could / reason she did was be- 
hold a three-day rain! \ cause she got that part in 
And, what's with that / thot movie—you know, 
huge canyon he's got be- \ she was the understudy in 
tween his teeth? Not even  CONGOIII 
Evel Knievel could jump Then there's the other 
across that baby! Maybe ) Grumpy Old Мап, 
someone should tell him ( Howard Finkel. Since the 
that the Letterman look ) New Generation ran the 
has been out for years?! | Fink out of town, he's nev- 
And, what about his love ) er been the same. | 
JERRY еу ask? Well, in meon, the ony time that ( я 
4 Grumpier Old Меп, ) the poor guy gets to an- ) slowly, of course—down 
“THE KING” \ Mathau bogs that bag ( nounce these days is (ihe “isle of Doom” 


LAWLER'S Sophia Loren. Now, | ) when he's playing Karate ) What? Are they nuts?! ET 


don't want to soy any-( Fighters in his bedroom! ( The only good thing 


MOVIE | hing to upset of Sophia. ) As а matter of fact, | ) about marriage is that Gof 


| meon, in her day she ( found out enl los week ( you hove somebody here 


REVIEW | wasa sex symbol. BUT, why they sil keep the) o cook ond clean for 


also in her day, George ( Fink around. What? Do / you. Aside from that—IT 


ic Washington was crossing ) you think that McMahon's ) STINKS! Can you imag: 
Sw Rather han | the Delaware! What ever ( going to shovel all that ( ine having to core about Р 














Walter ( happened to aging | snow himself?! somebody else's feel- 
~ Matthau ) gracefully? Sophia's hod ( All right, enough about ( ings—FOR THE REST OF 
and Jack Lemmon starring / so many face lifts that ) that. Let's get to the ) YOUR LIFE?! Just how 
in this movie, it really \ some people say that cleft / movie! The problem with / miserable is that? 
should have been Gorilla / in her chin used to be her ) this movie is matrimony in ) If you want proof of just 
ЖР Monsoon and Howard | belly bution! The hideous | general. These two old / how rollen married life is, 
Finkell | mean, hove you / truth is that the looks that farts couldn't wait to get | then look at Stu and He- 
ever in your life seen two \ Mother Nature gave her, / hitched again! | think old / len. The only reason they 
GRUMPIER OLD МЕК! / Father Time has taken | people forget how miser- | stopped arguing is Бе 
Let's start with the old. \ away! Which brings me / able married life really is! / cause—they can't hear 
Like Matthau, Gorilla's / to Mrs. Monsoon. It is no } Right away, they're | each other anymore! 
B face looks os if i's been 


















mystery that we rarely / reaching for their walkers / GOD, | KILL MYSELF! М 
see this woman іп \ and preparing to 
public. | mean, if! / walk—very 













All You Need 
To Know 


Oprah Winfrey—Good 
God, I never did believe 
in that liposuction. It's 
the lazy man's out. 
Montel Williams—Very 
poor grooming skills. 
What man in his right 
mind would shave his 
own head? 

Jenny Jones—Good God, 
NO! he'd be ай over me 
like one of those 

suits that she wear: 
Ricki Lake—No. She's 
still a heifer. Those tents 
she wears loosely don’t 
fool me! 

Jay Leno— don't think 
there would be enough 
room in the television 
studio for me—and his 
chin. Good God! 








Goldust, stealing а роде from Sally Feld after he captured the Federa- 
tion Intercontinental Tile from Razor Ramon at the Royal Rumble. 





RAW! RAW! RAW! RAW! RAW! 
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mE CONTAINS 
NOTHING BUT HIGH-RISK, NAIL-BITING, OFF-THE- 
TOP-ROPE, UNCENSORED MAYHEM! IT IS ONLY 
RECOMMENDED FOR THE SERIOUS WORLD 
WRESTLING FEDERATION FAN! MAY PROVE TO BE 
FAR TOO MUCH FOR THE LIGHTER-WEIGHT FAN, 
PREGNANT WOMEN AND THOSE WHO SUFFER 
FROM HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE! 





УФҢА eee n. is FREE! 


Due to the overwhelming response of the first-ever Free-For-All, which kicked off the. 
1996 Royal Rumble, the Prevue Channel recently announced that it will continue the 
exciting new tradition of a FREE half-hour pre-game show before each—and every— 
pay-per-view event! That’s right In this day and age, there is SOMETHING that is stil 
free! The Free-For-All is designed to rev you up and start your engines for the pay- 
perview extravaganza that immediately folows. The Free-For-All wil give you last- 
minute updated details of the pay-per-view event and lve interviews, a sneak peak 
at future pay-per-views and—yes—even live matches! 

Remember, you don't have to order the pay-per-view to get the Fee-For All tis 
FREE, | tell ya! FREE! And only 
Prev JE available on the Prevue Channel 

Call your local cable company 


CHANNEL] tor further details! 


= €—— 
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Сан your local cable 

company. Your cable oper- 
ator will have specific infor- 
mation on how to order and 
the cost of each event. You 
can also check your last 
month's cable bill for a spe- 
cial ordering phone number 
for your system's pay-per- 


FPZ cepti 
C-Band dishes, c 


PRIME TIME 24 
1-800-989-7526 


3 eo gel езгер 
Cu cond diana alt 


DIRECT TV 
800-347-3288 


" T old also from Ne 
| forgetting January 26 anytime soon! Mark not only met a host of Federal 
‘Square Garden, but he also had the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to manage none ot 
Ahmed Johnson! That was, of course, AFTER he had dinner with the Smoking Gunns at the Hard 
Rock Cafe! Oh, by the way, among Jurist's group was also Jerry Levine—you know, the chairman 
of the board of Revlon! Hey, do you think Mr. Levine had some makeup tips for Goldust?! 


em о ко mmm 
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In the February issue of World Wrestling || 
“Federation Magazine, | stoled that Wald 
Wreslling Federation legend King Kong 
Bundy had decided to hang up the 
‘wrestling boots lo pursue his acting career, 
Well, after hearing from the Walking 
Condominium shortly after the magazine 
came oul toke that back. f 
In o ralher “loud” voice, Bundy called me 
ond said, "Retired? The Great Bundy will. 
"NEVER гейге from the squored circle. Even 
my acting career is reaching new | 
б Dec every day, | con STILL avalanche | 
опе of those geeks that you've gol 
сти hera i Pol New Ошо And: 


twisting imbecile!” E 
SORRY, MR. BUNDY 






































Believe it—or not—Duke “The Dumpster” 
Droese takes great pride in being called “The 
Garbage Man of a Thousand Voices”! Sir Duke 
сап imitate a host of wresting voices from past 
fo present, His best In this editor's opinion, 
none other than Vince MeMahon Jr 
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HE AIN'T JUST NO LITTLE DOGIE! 















js looking to immediately make a mark on the World Wrestling Federation, cour. 
tesy of his blazin’ brass brandin iron! 

Under the tutelage of the crafty Zebekiah, Bradshaw brings to the World Wrestling Fed: 
eration an attitude the size of the state from which he comes. With cowbell in tow and a 
jaw full of chaw, Bradshaw hopes to show the superstars in the World Wrestling Federation 
what the term "cowboy" really means! “Гуе seen them all come and go,” said Bradshaw as 
he spit a wad of “tobacca” to the ground. "They were all claimin’ to be cowboys. You 
know, the real deal. There is them there Smokin’ Gunns, years ago you had that Hansen 
fella, then it was those skinny, snifflin', raily Black Jacks, All of them wanted to be real 
cowboys, but they weren't nothin’ like Justin ‘Hawk’ Bradshaw! You see, I don’t waste my 
time ropin’ no steers; I get my kicks out of ropin” 300-pound rasslers!” 


[s from the heart of the Lone Star State of Texas, Justin "Hawk" Bradshaw 
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Heidi, line up the babes, | I'm gonna show you 
lukes and pukettes, | and let's get ready to party. | what a “real” man is! You 
rear your ugly litle | WrestleMania XII is right | see, darling, that Dolly 
heads ‘cause Uncle | around the corner, and Vic | Lama—or whatever his 

Vic is back just dyin’ to let | is about to be let loose on | name is—bows to me! Just 
the venom flow! | Tinseltown! Thats right, I'm | like you will, sweet cheeks! 
California, here | comel | gonna be running rampant | Anyway, back to busi- 
all through the | ness—for now! 

streets! None of | | First of all, les praise ће 
those glitzy Hol | guy who killed the Fon Fes- 
lywood actress- | tival this year. | think his 
es ore gonna | nome is Bob Collins, V.P. of 
be safe! And, | something or other. He's 
Cindy baby, l'm | some nut who runs around 
starting off with | Titan Tower in a smoking 
you! But unlike | jacket every Friday. What's 
your movie pre- | wrong with that, you ask? 
miere—which | The guy doesn’t even 
we all forgot— | smoke, for CRYIN’ OUT 
you're never | LOUD!!! He might os well 
gonna forget | just be wearing his stinkin’ 
the GREAT Vic | BATHROBE! Now, while all 
Venom! of you morons are writing 





complaint letters to ol’ Bob 
GI—TITAN TOWER, 1241 


EAST MAIN STREET, P.O. 
BOX 3857, STAMFORD, | 
CT 06902—\'ll be person- 
ally praising the ger us! 
Heck, | may even buy him 
а pair of pajamas. Or 
maybe even that PIPE! 
Why? Its simple. | won't 
have to deal with you | 
losers! You know who you 
are! You were at Wrestle- 
Mania X and WMXI in 
DROVES! You even brought 
your stinkin’ kids. | never 
saw so many ugly people 
in one place before! | 
thought it was a John Mer- 
rick convention (get a clue, 
people—Merrick was the 
Elephant Man]! Why do | 
always have to explain 
everything to you people in 
parentheses? What are 
you, ап audience full of Ali- 
cia Silverstones? Her IG 
doesn't even add up to a 
low-scoring hockey game! 
Thank God she’s hot! | 
mean, let's face it, her co- 
reer wasn't exactly built on 
her brain OR her talent! We 
all know why we went to 
see Clueless—TWICE! 

See, | got sidetracked 
again. That's because that's 
the way the mind of a ge- 
nius works! Oh yes, the Fan 
Festival. That's right, all 
those ugly, toothless lowlifes 
waiting in line for a Bob 
Holly autograph and beg- 
gin’ for FREE stuff! It was 
appalling! And what in the 
nome of Venom are you go- 
ing lo do with a Bob Holy 
autograph? Sell it? To 
whom? A lobotomy patient 
(see, here | go again with 
the parentheses. A loboto- 
my patient is someone who 
has had his brain re- 
moved—you all should be 
familiar with that)! 














Enough obout you worth- 
less stiffs already, let's talk 
about Mania! (Even though 
at press time February's In 
Your House has not yet hap- 
pened, my gut tells me that 
the Concussion Kid will 
SOMEHOW find a way to 
defeat Owen Hart, while 
the Drip Man will SOME- 
HOW find a way to es- 
cape the cage with his 
life—AND his belt! If Vic 
is on the money—as he usu- 
ally is—then this is what | 
see at WrestleMania ХІІ) 


SHAWN MICHAELS 
vs. BRET HART 
World Wrestling Feder- 

ation Title Match 

You may think he's cute. 
You make think he's sexy. 
Personally, | know he's o 
punk, BUT Shawn Michaels 


is your next World 
Wrestling Federation Cham- 



















| the ladder, 


| scaled con- 


pion. It's his 
time—plain 
and simple. 
He's climbed 


and now he's 
knock, knock, 
knockin' on 
the Hit Man's 
door. There is 
only one key 
element that 
separates 
these two in ЦІ 
this evenly 










test—and ¿ 
that's seven years. At the 
ripe old age of 30, Shawn 
will be able to outlast the 
Hit Man, thus capturing his 
first World Wrestling Feder- 
ation Title. HAVE no doubt 
about it, it will be a great 
match, but in the end it will 
be that ever-so-annoying 
music that we'll all be suffer. 
ing through! By Ihe way, 
contrary to existing терот, 
it was nine CUB SCOUTS 
who put Michaels in 
о Syracuse hospital—not 
nihe thugs! 


BIG DADDY COOL 
ESEL vs. 

THE UNDERTAKER | 
The Taker and the Diesel 
My oh my, even the Great 
Vic Venom never thought 
he'd see this one! This is 
gonna be the biggest war 
since Burt and Loni! Never 
before have two behemoths | 
been so evenly matched. | 
Height, weight, homeli- 
ness—you could loss a coin 
on this one OR bet all your 
money (what do you peo- 
ple make about $100 per 
week?) on what ої" Vic is 
about to tell you! Even | 
though he has the personal 
ity of a pencil, Big Daddy | 
Cool is your winner here. | 






















Again with 
the whys?!! 
One simple 
reason—he 
can't afford 
to lose! Com. 
ing off that 
Survivor 5е- 
ries defeat by 
Bret Hart, 
Diesel needs 
to win this 
war in order 
to still be con- 





contender. A 
loss to Hart 
AND the Undertaker in only 
a fivemonth span may cost 
him what it took him three 
years to build: his reputa- 
tion. For the first time you 
con say—EVERYTHING is 
on the line for BDC! The 
Taker, on the other hand, 
has a little more breathing 
room—that's IF he does 
breathe. Even Bret Hart will 
tell you that the Grim 
Reaper had him all but de- 
feated before Diesel inter- 
fered at the Royal Rumble, 
The Undertaker has proved 
himself time and time 
again. One loss won't bury. 
him. Let me rephrase thot. 
One loss won't kill him. Let 
me rephrase that again! 
One defeat won't be the 
death of him. FORGET ITI 
You catch my drift! The Un- 
dertaker CAN LIVE with a 
loss; Big Daddy Cool can't 
So there you have it! 
Oh, and one more thing 
Talking about black and 
white, the Huckster and the 
Nacho Man are soooooo 
old that not even Billionaire 
Ted is gonna be able to col- 
orize them! If by some mod- 
ern тіп “е these two old- 






























































sidered a top | 










timers are even able to 
make it to the ring, look for | 
the Nacho Man to capture | 























the pinfall. Even though his 
tank is running close to E, 
the Huckster’s ran out a 
long time ago! Not even 
the big boot to the face and 
the mighty legdrop are 
gonna be able to save him 
this time! Sorry, yellow and 
red, this columnist just ain't 
buyin’ it any more! 

And, one more thing— 
whatever you do—DO 
NOT call Scheme Gene to 
get his prediction on this 
match. Even though he'll 
swear he'll give it to you— 
HE WON'T UNTIL THE 
MATCH IS OVER! And by 


then you would have seen it 
‘on pay-per-view already! 
Sorry, Genel 

By the way, where does 
Billionaire Ted get those 
cheap suits? Who's his tai- 
lor—SAL VATIONARMY? 
So long, SUCKERS! Wr 


To hear Vic Venom and get 
his unique insight, call him 
every Thursday thru Sunda 
on the World Wrestling Fe 

eration Superstars Line at 1 
900-737-4WWF, and choose 
option number 4—Beyond 
the Pages of the World 
Wrestling Federation Maga 
zine. (Call is $1.49 per 
minute. You must be 18 years 
of age or have your parent's 
permission before you call) 










hnston meets someone who's never be 
restling Federation event, he thinks o| 
^S dramatic walk to the ring before. 
И fs something you have to witness liv 
rire" Watching itor T^ just doest 
it justice. If you haven't seen the lights go down or you 
haven't heard the thunderous organ resonate as the Un: 
dertaker slowly makes his way down the aisle, you are 
really missing something. 

What Johnston n. mention is his own role 
in the experience, For over a decade, he's been com- 
posing entrance music for the superstars of the World 
Wrestling Federation, along with special songs like 
With My Baby Tonight for Double J Jeff Jarrett, МІ Be 
Your Hero, about the emotional highs and lows of the 
squared circle, and Tell Me a Lie, a tribute to the Hi 
break Kid Shawn Michaels, 

Not bad for a guy from the small town of Pocahon- 
tas, Arkansas, whose closest boyhood encounter with 
the titans of the mat wars was from the other side of 
the television screen 

Back then, music seemed to be everywhere in Jim 
Johnston's life. Country tunes were always playing 
on the radio, and Jim's grandmother had been the 
church organist for generations. As family folklore 
went, she'd once been given the opportunity to 
move to New York and study with the Metropol 
tan Opera. Instead, she chose to remain in little 
Pocahontas with her husband, owner of the 
local pharmacy, Johnston Drugs 

Still, she encouraged her grandson to aim 
high. "From my grandmother, I learned 
about believing that you could accomplish 
something, even when other people told 
you it was a long shot," recalls Johnston, 42. 

"Even though this is a tough field, with a lot 
of competition, I always knew that I could 
make a career for myself in music 

It's the same type of drive that propels 

many of the Federation's standouts to the top of 
their game. And, like the masters of the mat, 
Johnston began pursuing his passion at a young 
‘age, beginning piano lessons at 5. For a brief 
period, he tired of the practicing and quit 
Then, in 1964, the Beatles invaded America, 
To a young boy listening to the radio in 
Arkansas, the songs were like a divine signal 
calling the youngster to his destiny 

"Suddenly, 1 wanted a guitar as soon as pos- 


sible," Johnston says. "For Christmas that 
year, Santa brought me a Kent electric gui- 


16 jii f. 
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Gat Iwas dne of (he ссор FS on the market then, and if. 
anyone could find one, it Would probably be worth less now— 
| but I literally practiced tl my fingers bled." 

He also resumed his piano playing, placing his record play- 
ет on top of the instrument, then slowing down the discs and 
scrutinizing every part of a song—from rhythm guitar to lead 
guitar to bass to pió to drums. I WIS tr Brea ТТЕ СКОТТ 
created for myself," he says, "Педтей composition, arranging, 
how different instruments go together.” 

In time, Jim was playing everything except the violin and 
similar string instruments. In high’school—after the family had 
relocated to Greenwich, Connecticut—he was lead guitarist in 
a number of bands and tenor in the school choir. At Hampshire 
College in Amherst, Massachusetts, he spent every night in the 
campus recording studio, studying the art of making a record, 

A career in music never comes easy. After college, Jim paid 
the bills by working as a carpenter. Then, one day, in the mid- 
Фе of pounding nails, he had a revelation, "This is not what T 
should be doing," he told himself. "Tomorrow, when I wake up, 
I'm going to be a composer." His days were spent banging on 
doors and ringing the phones of production companies and 
recording studios, offering to record entire scores for free, 
just to gain a reputation. "I never cared about the mon- 
ey," he says, "If you're in the arts to try to make mon- 
ey, you're doomed. You have to be in it for some 
unknown spiritual connection, In my case, I just 
had to write music." 

One night—after he'd written for MTV, 
HBO, Cinemax and numerous other 
high-profi ts— he settled in 
for a sushi dinner at Kagetsu, а 
Japanese restaurant in Green- 
wich. As the meal pro- 
gressed, he began dis 
cussing art and music 
with another cus- 
tomer, Brian 
Penry, who 


















































































was art director at the World Wrestling Federation 
at the time. Brian was working on a video of Federation high- 
lights and needed a composer who could evoke the right emo- 
tions in the viewers, Johnston entered the wrestling fraternity. 

Like many of his peers, Jim had watched the Federation on 
television, following the sagas of competitors like Pedro 
Morales, Gorilla Monsoon and Killer Kowalski. However, this 
was a new era, the "rock 'п' wrestling connection." 
head Vince McMahon had realized his vision of blending 
sports and entertainment together. At matches, Johnston would 
try to get as close to ringside as possible, Never in his life had 
he seen anything quite so exciting, "I challenge any tough guy 
from the world of boxing or the NFL to get in there and do 
what the phenomenal athletes in the Federation do—without 
pads or gloves," Jim says, 
m his vantage point, Jim has had plenty to inspire him. 
He came up with Diesel's entrance music by simply observing 
Big Daddy Cool and feeding off his energy. "The sound isn't 
udy or flamboyant," Johnston points out, "Neither is Diesel 
(5 tough and direct, coming on strong with no apologies. Like, 
"Here Гат, all 7 feet of me." Razor Ramon, Jim continues, "is 
the quintessential cool guy. He comes out dripping machismo, 
And his music punctuates that—with a Latin overtone. 
He's such an infectious, likable guy that it's easy to 
compose for him." 

When Johnston reflects back on his tenure in the 
sport of kings, many highlights come to mind: the 
Bam Bam Bigelow-Lawrence Taylor battle at Wrestle- 
Mania XI, the Ultimate Warriors WrestleMania VI ti- 
tle triumph, the brutal Shawn Michaels-Razor Ramon 
ladder matches, But his most consistent joy has been 
working alongside the man whose vision has trans- 
formed the Federation into an international ob- 

session. "Vince McMahon has been an enor- 
mous inspiration to me," Johnston says. 
"He has this energy and this wonderful 
gift of motivating people to accom 
plish more than they ever knew 
they could. That includes the 
wrestlers, and that also 
includes me." WF 



















































EY KEITH ELLIOT GREPMBE 


hown Michaels and Bret "Hit Man" Hort 

are two men who are used to fighting the 

odds. Each of them has had to counter 

claims that he wasn't big enough or bad 

enough to go the distance. And both have 

made careers out of proving ће oddsmakers wrong. 

If all goes as planned for these two gladiators, they 

will face off in the main event at WrestleMania Xi— 
in a battle of comeback kids. 

As of press time, Bret "Hit Man" Hart was World 





Мап Hart 


Wrestling Federation Champion, and Shawn 
Michaels—who ignored medical advice to lay low. 
from life in the squared circle—had earned the spot 
аз No. | contender by winning the Royal Rumble. 

Michaels, who has nicknamed his growing legion 
of followers "The Kliq," emerged аз the victor of the 
Rumble by eliminating his friend Diesel in the final 
seconds. "Nothing personal," Shawn explained lat- 
er. "| just wanted that shot at the title." 

I's а wish he's harbored since he first decided to 
devote his life to professional wrestling at age 12. 
Even the injuries sustained in a reported pounding by 


Ni 


vs Shawn Michaels 


Diesel, the Undertaker and British Bulldog. On the 
other hand, there remains some debate over whether 
Shawn hos fully recovered from his assault—or, more 
specifically, recuperated enough to catapult himself 









а mob of goons outside an upstate New York night 
club could not sidetrack his dream. As he puts it, 
"The World Wrestling Federation Title is my destiny." 
However, Bret "Hit Man" Hart was raised to be a 
champion and has captured the World Wrestling ю the top of the World Wrestling Federation. 
Federation Belt on three separate occasions. Bac! Each man must first survive the In Your House ex- 
1992, during his first tile reign, he defended the belt ауодопго in February. Shawn has put up his No. 1 
against Michaels at the Survivor Series. Bret left the contender status against Owen Hart, and Bret is de- 
ring triumphantly then—and expects to do so once fending the championship belt against Diesel, Both 
again at WrestleMania XII. Michaels and Hit Man are as determined to van- 
co | Mon  quish their In Your House rivals as they are to topple 
other at WrestleManic 4 























vs Shawn Michaels 


а mob of goons outside an upstate New York night 


Diesel, the Undertaker and British Bulldog. On the 
other hand, there remains some debate over whether 
Shown has fully recovered from his assault—or, more 
specifically, recuperated enough to catapult himself 










club could not sidetrack his dream. As he puts it, 
"The World Wrestling Federation Title is my destiny." 
However, Bret "Hit Man" Hart was raised to be o 
champion and has captured the World Wrestling to the top of the World Wrestling Federation. 
Federation Belt on three separate occasions. Back in | Each mon must first survive ће In Your House ex- 
1992, during his first file reign, he defended the belt travaganza in February. Shawn has put up his No, 1 
‘against Michaels at the Survivor Series. Bret left the contender status against Owen Hart, and Bret is de- 
ring triumphantly then—and expects to do so once fending the championship belt against Diesel. Both 
again ot усе XII. віз and Hit Man are as determined to van- 
d quish their In Your House rivals as they are to kore 
each other at WrestleMania лї. 













Diesel ws Th 


iesel—whether or not he manages to ceive a shot at Bret Hart's World Wrestling Federa- 
snare the World Wrestling Federation tion Championship Belt at the Royal Rumble. The 
Championship Belt from Bret “Hit Man” news infuriated the recently deposed champion 
Hart at February's In Your House—will f> Diesel, who confronted the Undertaker just as the 
cus his ire and unleash his “bad to the show was ending, vowing to bury the Man from the 
bone" attitude on the Undertaker, a man who has Dark Side six feet under. 
been on a collision course with Big Daddy Cool for ^ After ће 30-man elimination match at the Royal 
the past several months, Rumble, Diesel was heading back to the dressing 
The cold and callous feelings started brewing at In room when he crossed paths with the Undertaker, 
Your House in December, whi il — who was proceeding toward the ring for his con 
Wre 3 dires 
























æ Undertaker 


Wrestling Federation officials pried them apart. tion—and the rage of the Undertaker. 






As the night wore on, so did the rancor between This encounter is bound to be far more than just a 

these dangerous athletes. In the championship battle between two powerful, ruthless warriors who 

match, Undertaker appeared to be en route to cap- are both committed to establishing dominance over 

turing the title after punishing Bret “Hit Man” Hart one another. The Diesel-Undertaker rivalry has 

with the Tombstone, his devastating finishing maneu- turned into a deadly feud. And when men as omi- 

ver. The World Wrestling Federation's Grim Reaper nous as these two former Federation Champions are | 
is likely 


covered Hart as the referee lifted his hand ond feeling so incensed, the outcome 











WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION'S 
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TOY STORY 19 


GENESIS 1 


DISNEY INTERACTIVE 32 


ADVENTURE $49-$65 
‘TBOY'S SCORE 
| 
SIDESCROLLS SCORE 








Te 


been? Did your parents lock you away in a closet; becau: 
wouldn't eat; your vegetables or something? Well, Disney once 
again produced a blockbuster, and Disney ме tried to 
follow in the footsteps of the first rated motion 


picture. Did they succeed? It all depends on how you look at it. 
Toy Story (the video game) is about Woody, a pultstring 


cowboy, and Buzz Li n a super-powered, karate-chop- 
ping, laser- space-hero action-figure, and a whole 
bunch of other toys that come to life. Woody is Andy's favorite 
toy and sits in the coveted! place of honor for all toys—on 
Andy's bed. Wocdys pretty confident that he'll be the toy of 
choice for a long time to come, until Buzz Lightyear shows up. 
Andy won't give up his spot on the Sealy Posturepedic that 
easily though. He's got a plan to send Buzz to live with the 
dust-bunnies behind the dresser, With the help of R.C. Car, 
Woody sends Buzz hurtling through the air. Hey, who left that 
window open? Now Woody has the other toys in an all-out 


ing your jumps inside the Claw Machine is critical 
while trying to save Buzz. This is where you'll want 
to follow Mom's advice: Don't play with money! 





frenzy, so he decides to save his would-be successor from the outside 
world of those batteryless carbon units, the dreaded human beings. 

Toy Story, the video game, features much langer characters than most 
games, plenty of levels to complete, decent sound effects and a good sto- 
ry line as well. Even though most levels are pretty easy to beat, there are 
some that will remain a challenge even after you've played it to death. It's 
also great to see a combination of side-scroll game play and first-person 
perspective. However, even though the graphics are great, it by no 
means matches up to the effects in the movie. This is the limitation of the 
16-bit system though, which we feel will be abandoned as the 32-bit and 
64-bit systems gain in popularity. 


Overall, Toy Story was well done but didn't offer us much of a chal 
lenge. (What do you expect from two video game gods?) We were a little 
disappointed that the graphics werent as awesome as the movie, but Im 
sure we would be saying otherwise if it where available on the Playstation. 
Disney Interactive did an excellent job, considering the limitations, and we 
look forward to Disney taking us on other ad- 
ventures to infinity... and beyond! WF 
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to T-Boy and Sidescroll. Send: 
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Sidescroll: Hey! T-Boy. What ів this? 
Why are we reviewing this game? 
Its old, it's used, it's been played out, 
just like you! 

Boy: Hold on to your food bag, fat 
man! Toy Story was a great movie that 
featured incredible computer graphics, 
and we wanted to let our fans know if 
the video game was just as good 
Sidescroll: Well, | can tell you one thing: 
Ёз not as good as | am because | keep 
beating it! Just like [d be beating you if 
it were a two-player game! 

T-Boy: Oh, I'm quaking in my cowboy 
boots, you Buzz wannabe! 
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"Jost À Guy 
Whe Cares Abou 
The Kids!" 
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\ It was the Phoenix Sun's 
A Charles Barkley who once stated on national U 
television, “Iam not a role model” Even though millions 
of kids of all colors and creeds looked up to Sir Charles, һе ры» f 
licly stated that it “wasn't up to him to raise YOUR kids. 
In this day of professional sports, you can't just pinpoint or blame Charles ру 
A Barkley. In the '90s sports are big business—a welloiled, mega-milliondollar marketing 








are just in it for one thing—and one thing only—the almighty buck. 
No, they won't accept the responsibility of being a role model to your child, but they sure as heck 
will take that $25 of your hard-earned money that you slap down on the sales counter when purchas O 
SQ nu one of their latest Tshirts for— might add—that same child to wear. Charles Burkley might not have 
the time to be a role model, but when the "Golden Arches" are shelling out the big bucks, he'll be the first 
one in line willing to make that Big Mac sound like filet mignon—if, of course, the money is right! 
Ahmed Johnson doesn't see it that way. As a child, Ahmed lived life on the street. Since the ripe old age of 13, 
Ahmed has been forced to raise himself, and he'll be the first one to admit he didn't do such a great job. You 
Ahmed became involved with the gang life. As a matter of fact, he'll be the first one to tell you he was involved in 
drive-by shootings and other forms of violent crime. At the time, there wasn't much he could do about it. He didn't 
know right from wrong. There wasn't a mother figure or a father figure around. Ahmed longed for a positive role mod- 
el, but nobody answered his desperate calls. He had to learn the hard way, but somehow he managed to survive! 
Asa World Wrestling Federation superstar, Ahmed Johnson is now in a position to answer those same cries that he so 

















desperately 
needed to be an- 
swered when he 
was a child. To him, 
being the role model 
to one underprivileged 
kid means more to him 
than the most lucrative 
sneaker deal in the world! 
“The only responsibility 
that a lot of professional ath- 
letes want today is the responsi 
bility of collecting their ра! 
check; says a bitter Ahmed John- 
son. "They couldn't really care less 
about the kids in the audience. It's 
sad because the parents of those kids, 
who may live in poor neighborhoods 
nd ghettos, are the ones buying the tick- 
ets! Then, on top of that, they're buying 
all the high-priced merchandise for those 
same kids! These parents need to take some 
time out to think! They spend all their money 
on tickets and merchandise, but these aren't the 
guys who care about their kids! I'm proud to say 
that the World Wrestling Federation takes the time 
ош to show that we саге about your kids, They send us 
ош to schools to talk to your kids, and believe me, nobody has to tell us 
to go—we can't wait to! Charles Barkley is not going to go to your neigh- 
borhood unless he gets paid for it! ГІЇ go there any day of the week! 
ince entering the Federation, Ahmed is truly living up to his word. On 
his days off he visits with underprivileged children every chance he gets. In- 
side, he only hopes that by setting an example, other athletes in all profes- 
Sional sports will face up to their responsi ig those who look 
up to them. "There's a little more to being a role model than just going оп 
ТУ, making a lot of money and saying, ‘Hey, I'm a role model!" s 
Ahmed. "Аз a role model, athletes have to take time out with the 
kids. They have to put some money back into the communit 
and the neighborhoods where it's needed. There's mu. 
more to being a role model than just slamming a ball 
and catching a pass. A role model is somebody who 
sincerely CARES about the kids. You just don't 
sce that in professional sports today" 
Unfortunately, Ahmed's agenda for be- 
ing a role model is something many of 
today's professional athletes are in 
capable of. "It's not all about 
what can I do for me, but 
rather what can I do for 
those who 'need' me. 
Being a role model 
in the Federation 
tells me that I 
have to set 











an exam- Shaquille O'Neil wouldn't be the Shaquille O'Neil 
ple for the he is today! Kids need to look up to their pa 
kids? says Ahmed. entsa whole lot more! 
“1 have to show them However, make no bones about it— 
that life is not over be- unlike Charles Barkley, if the parents 
cause maybe they made а are absent from their child's Ше for 
few mistakes. Maybe they whatever reason, Ahmed accepts 
even joined a gang, the same with open arms the invitation to 
way I did. I have to show them step іп as that special role 
that they can turn it around just model, “It's very healthy to 
like I did! That's why I'm thrilled (о have a role model,” says 
have the opportunity to be a role Ahmed. “Kids in society 
model for these kids. Гуе told the Fed- today seem to have 
eration many times that what I want to minds of their own. It's 
do is go out where the underprivileged much more difficult to 
kids аге. I want to visit their schools and ве: to a kid than it was 
talk to them. I want to let them know that when I was growing 
just because people may say they're failures up. If my parents— 
and look at them like they're failures, ог even my friends’ 
they're really not. Just because they didn’t parents—told me to 
grow up in a nice big house or their parents do something, I 
don't drive big, fancy cars doesn't mean would do it! These 
they're failures. It doesn't mean that they һауе days kids are a lot 
tO go ош on the streets and sell drugs. They more stubborn! А 
can still make it if they want to! lot more іпдере 
1f Ahmed Johnson does have any "regrets" about be- 
ing a role model, it is simply his desire that children 
should look up to the people he considers to be the 
real" role models—their parents. “There is no doubt 
that the parents should be the ‘real’ role models; states 
Ahmed. “Society today has 
depicted us as the role 
models by hyping us on 
television. They show ath 
letes as having nice houses 
and nice cars, so naturally 
kids say, ‘Hey, I want to 
be just like those 
guys!’ These 
kids get this 
picture in 
their 
mind about role models, when in reality their dent! That's why they 
parents are the ‘real’ role models. If the раг need somebody there 
nts had never taken care of that kid, he who's going to be a con- 
ог she wouldn't have grown up to be stant reminder of what's 
that superstar athlete. That's what the — right and what's wrong— 
2 kids are missing! They're not going — regardless of what the price 
to the root of the problem! They're тау be! But kids need to real- 
looking at the surface, but they're ize they shouldn't put their 'to- 
not looking underneath the sur- tal’ faith in а role model. А role 
face. The surface is that if model is human. He makes mis- 
Shaquille O'Neil’s parents takes just like everybody else. It is 
hadn't taken саге of | good to have someone to look up to, 
him by teaching but don't put 100 percent of your faith, 
5 him good values | yourbclicfin hat person. Ahmed Johnson is 
and the right not perfect by any stretch of the imagination. 
way of life, then Tm just a guy who cares about the kids!" W 
















































































FAVORITE BAND: 
ТІС 


ІН | Сошо Have DONE 
Ir DIFERENTIY: 

I would have gone about 
the way I grew up in а dif- 
ferent fashion, I would 
have used my head more, 


FAVORITE MOVIE: 
Mortal Combat 


Coming to the World 
Wrestling Federation. 


FAVORITE ACTOR: 
Geny Busey 


Person You Мошо Most 
Like То Mgr. 
Td like to meet my mother, 


who passed away, just 
one more time. 


Ншонт: 62" 
WEIGHT: 265 LBS 
HOMETOWN: 
PEARL RIVER, 


Im a movie fanatic, I love 
to read and I love to play 
Sega Genesis. 


Favorite Fast FOOD: 
Burger King 


FAVORITE FOOD: 
Ham hocks and 
collard greens 


FAVORITE SPORT 
(BESIDES WRESTLING): 
Football 


Joe Montana 


Best Avice Ever RECEIVED: 
To believe in myself no 
matter what. 


FAVORITE ACTRESS: 
Gina Pickett 


Secret TALENT: 
Kickboxing 


FAVORITE CARTOON CHARACTER: 
X-Men 


Its Showtime at the Apollo 


Favorite VIDEO GAME: 
John Madden's 
NFL Football 




























here's only one way to get 
there—be a member and 
you'll get all this stuff: 


* Automatic entry in “Superstars To Go,” a contest 
where you can win a visit from a World Wrestling 
Federation superstar at your school or home! 


* Your own QUARTERLY CLUBHOUSE NEWS: 
a chance to write the articles, place ads, tell us why- 
you should be president of the “House” 


* Cool personal interactive membership card 
. 4% photos/trading cards 
° Discounts to events 


* Contests to meet your favorite superstars 
at live events 


Wrestling Federation Clubhouse. 
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* Discounts on exclusive WY merchandise 
> Your own w Clubhouse phone card 


* Interactive TV contests 


Bale of Birth 
Address _ 


* And much much more 


917,99 (ріш $3.95 S&H) 


for ап entire 12 months of лак T 

SLAMMIN? fun! r 5 

T Check/Money Order 
Send to: Wrestling Distributors, Inc. 


P.O. Box 625, New York, NY 10013-0625 
Mw 410 B weeks for delivery 


Phone 









C MasterCard Û Visa Expiration date 
No. 

























00100875 
BIRTHDAY 








BROOKLYN 
BRAWLER'S 
BIRTHDAY 
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A World Wrestling Federation" Exclusive! 





ГІМЕ! ОМ PAY-PER-VIEW! 


Sunday, March 31 * 7pm ET/4pm PT • Replay 10pmET/7pm PT 


ми 








CALL YOUR LOCAL CABLE J| Call 1-800-DIRECTV (1-800-347-3288) | gali prime Time 24 at 1-800-989-7528 
COMPANY TO ORDER or for the DSS dealer nearest you. For Back Yard Dish Recepti 
TMS MBIO IS LICENSED OA PRA to MOWING Y ANY PIG PEN OE охун илохо USE а есту "не о WAY SULEOT те 
FENDER TO LEGAL ACTION ALL OTHER RIGHTS ARE OPW SS RESERVED BY TTANSPORTS WC. ОЮ Пр к. AN Ros Reserved Сй sued 











1 River, Mississippis Ahmed Johnson first came on the scene in the 
World Wrestling Federation, he let it be known—to all of those who were smart 


enough to listen—that he wasn't going to end his quest until he became the first 


Africem-Americon in Federation history to capture а singles title 


even greater proportions, At the 1 
vivor Series, Ahmed stood side by side with 
the Heartbreak Kid Shawn Micha 
of the lone survivors in the first-ever Federa: 
tion Wild Card match. 
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hmed followed that mammoth inci: 


ident with one that may have been of 


ased on those words, Ahmed wasted no 
time in Т.С.О.В. In only a matter of 
weeks following his World Wrestling Federa: 
tion debut, Ahmed shocked the entire world 
when he bodyslammed the 641-pound 
Yokozuna before a national television audi- 


ence watching on Monday Night Raw! 
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he following month at In Your House, 

Ahmed made short change out of Na- 
ture Boy Buddy Londell, who was filling in 
for the injured Dean Douglas, But Ahmed's 
victory celebration was cut short when he 
was attacked after the match by Double J 
Jeff Jarrett. This episode led to a show 
down between the cocky cowboy and the 


proud gladiator at the Royal Rumble. 





This magazine contains nothing but high-risk, nail-biting, off-the-top-rope, uncensored MAYHEM! It is only 
recommended for the serious World Wrestling Federation fan! May prove to be far too much to handle for the 
lighter-weight fan, pregnant women and those who suffer from high blood pressure. 
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By Lou Gianfriddo 


ONS 


DREAM INTO 415 


* he superstars of the Federation 

| fought for their very lives at the 
ninth annual Royal Rumble— 
which was broadcast on pay-per- 
view January 21. Almost every top 
superstar compeled. Some won per- 
sonal victories, such аз Joke "The 
Snake" Roberts, who after a three- 
year absence came back and wres- 
Неа in а way that shocked his old 


fans and made new fans. Otherseé 


won championship 9019—то б 
tably Goldust who оуегсо В 


Ramon for the пес Tille. 





overwhelm the Federation with his 
raw power. As well, the Million Dol- 
lar Man's Ring Master handled him- 
self with such polished finesse that 
many thought they were observing a 
veteran of the Snake's caliber. 

One man, ВЫ, ег, realized the 
dream о iumph over 
odds ПО. пісе 
саб dangerous, Shown Mien... 
whose coreer nearly ended late las: 
sar when he was jumped by thi 
oulside an upstate New York піді 
club, defied his doctors and noysoy- 


ers by outlasiing some of the toughest same 


eer in the battle. l. His л 
word, if he remains healt 


fo experience it, is а IS SGN es 


224 ove 


а HD d 
DEEN => 
БӨТЕН! 


against Federation Champion Bret 
Hart at WrestleMania ХІ, which will 
emanate live from the Arrowhead 
Pond in Anaheim, California, on Sun- 
doy, March 31 

On that day, the world will watch 
as Michaels attempts to achieve his 
lifelong dream while at е same time 
trying to survive the onslaught of bot- 
Не, the results of which could—if the 


‚ odds work against him—end his ath- 


lotic career. Glory will only Бе at- 
ы if he con repeat his Royal Rum- 
[monce, complete with the 


and desire to over- 
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AHMED PLAYED THE HITS 


SUT МИЧ 


E. DEDE 


352317 WITH Eus: 





tack on Ahmed Johnson at 

December's In Your House, 
interim Federation President Goril- 
la Monsoon was quick to sign a 
match between the two athletes 
for the Royal Rumble. 


(5 Double J's appalling at- 
y 


AHMED JOHNSON 


As would be anticipated, the 
two warriors blasted one another. 
Johnson was especially upset, 
rocking the country singer with 
stinging jabs and bodyslams that 
were nearly impossible to watch. 

Double J's temper got the best 


“If Double J wants to play that way—then Ahmed 
Johnson will play that way! This feud has just begun!” 
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of him, though. When everythin 
was riding against him, the sell 
professed "world's greatest singer 
and the world's greatest wrassler" 
mounted the top ropes and 
smashed his acoustic guitar over 
Johnson's head, earning him dn 
instant disqualification. 


JEFF JARRETT 

“Ahmed Johnson heard 
the first verse at In 
Your House in December; 
then ot the Double R 
Ahmed heard the second 
verse! I was a smashing 
success tonight, and I 
Knew that 1 would be!” 
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SMOKING GUNNS WS. 
Yum BODY DONNAS 
THE GUNNS ESCAPE THE FOX! 


Т | orld Wrestling Federotio 





tleholders the Smoking 
Gunns, Billy and Bart, de- 
fended their belts against the No. 
1 ranked contenders, the Body 
Donnas, Skip and Zip. 
This match, as many expected, 


SUNNY 

“1 am sick and tired of 
being cheated all the 
ime! No matter what I 
do, somebody is always 
trying to swindle me out 
of a victory! I had those 
belts in the palm of my 
eople around here BILLY GUNN 

t understand- "When I accidentally knocked Sunny off the ring 
t whatever Sunny apron, 1 really thought she was hurt! Being raised as 








hand! 





++ 








J 


wants, Sunny gets!” 0 gentleman, the first thing I did was to go out 
Wo’ a brawl from the beginning, there and make sure she was all right.” 
With both teams exchanging BART GUNN 







blows and kicks. Once their tem- 
pers settled, if they did at all, the 
teams both showed the wrestling 


“That move almost cost us the match! She was playing 
possum the whole time! 
From here on in well be 
looKing for those Kinds 
of tactics from them!" 


world their ЖЫ, initiating and 
counted е fter move, 
“аа Б oncoer, 
—unny, did all she could folds: 
the referee and the champions. 

Although the Body Donnas! 
methods may have succeeded in 
the short term, in the end the 
Gunns were blazing. They sur 
уімед a four-way Braw! ond, 
when the Gunns' smoke had 
cleared, won when Bart rolled up 
Skip for the pinfall 








THE 30-MAN ROYAL RUMBLE 


Esa 


acad ‘f ول‎ 
GENE RA 


> or the first time in the Royal 

 Rumble's history—which 
| first made the sports-enter- 
tainment world quake in Januar 
1988—the World Wrestling Fed. 
eration enlisted its superstars of 
the past to compete against the 
megastars of the New Genera- 
lion. This year's Rumble marked 
the relurn of Dory Funk Jr., who 
195 competed on a Federation 
Pay-per-view telecast at Wrestle- 
Mania 2 in 1986. The Rumble 
also saw the return of Jake "The 
Snake" Roberts. Roberts, now а 
man of religion, dominated the 
Federation in the 1980s and ear- 
ly 1990s when he overcame such 
stellar athletes as the late Andre 
the Giant and the late Dino Bra- 
vo. His appearance and perfor- 
mance at the Rumble was greeted 
by a standing ovation from the 
thousands who converged at the 
Convention Center in Fresno, Cal- 
ifornia, and by the millions who 
watched on pay-per-view, 
By contrast, the two men who. 
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began the Rumble were from the 
New Generation. They were 
Hunter Hearst-Helmsley and Hen- 





ry Godwinn. These two men are 
not strangers to one another. As а 
matter ol fact, they battled one 
another last December at the In 
Your House extravaganza that 
was aired live from Hershey, 
Pennsylvania [now available on 
Coliseum Home Video). 

Their rivalry didn't end at In 
Your House. As soon as they hit 
the ring, these world-class athletes 
tore at one another as if there 
were no tomorrow. They 
punched, kicked and clotheslined 
each other with abandén=-and 
all for one purpose. The World 
Wrestling Federation Title was dt 
stake, afer all, The сотто ЖИ ШИ 
the battle changed a minute later 
when Mr. Bob Backlund entered 
the ring. Backlund, himself o for 
mer twotime Federation titlehold: 
er, realized that to become cham- 
pion again, he had to push him- 
self and his opponents to the limit. 
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He did just thot ond loshed into 
Hunter and Godwinn with fore- 
arms and legtrips. 

Within a matter of minutes, the 


squared circle swelled with the 

Toughest and strongest wrestlers 

that the Federation has ever 

known, пееше the Јаке the 
ri 


Snake, Bob "Spark Plugg" Holy, 
Dory Funk, Yokozuna (who 
weighed іп at 641 pounds prior 
Jo the event), the destructive Vad- 
er, King Mabel and—lest we for- 


get—the other monarch, Jerry 
"The King" Lawler. 

The first casualty of the Rumble 
was Backlund, who was deposit- 
ed on the arena floor by Yokozu- 
na. Strange, you ask? Aren't they 
friends? Perhaps. But in the Royal 
Rumble—with the Federation Title 
held in the balance—friendships, 
partnerships and family bonds 
are tossed aside all in the spirit of 
global wrestling conquest. 

That desire to achieve permeat- 


ed through the heart and soul of 
every athlete. The Royal Rumble. 
was a war without a common ей 
ету, but the cause was firmly/ene 
trenched for all those involved. 
The world saw many clashes they 
never fathomed, such as the: 
Snake standing toe-to-toe with 
Yokozuna and the 1-2-3 Kid risk 
ing life and limb against 
Japanese sensation Omori. 

More athletes entered the ring, 
others were pushed to the arena 
floor, including Mabel who was 
ousted by Yokozuna, and Omori 
who became the victim of a ven- 


omous (for Omori, at least) Snake 
bite. Minutes later, the superstars 
had to contend with other top- 
ranked superstars, such as Doug 
ilbert—brother of former Feder- 

p superstar the late Eddie 
опа the Caribbean Leg- 





bounced a тё 
Team from the fl 
Yokozuna's assistant 
the other Squat membe 
floor, Just as that masked B 
moth crashed to the сете! 
Yokozuna and Vader went at 
each other in what some mat ob- 
servers have already dubbed "the 
clash to end all Beds d 

Then came the "man who 
dared to dream." Prior to the 
Rumble, he, like all his counter- 
parts, drew a number. His was 


No. 18. He was Shawn 
Michaels, and his appearance 
initially drew tears from the t 
sands on hand. Many doubted 
his will, his well-being and his 
wrestling ability. But once again, 
the Heartbreak Kid—as he hi 
done countless times before— 
gave the doubters a superkick of 
faith. Right off the hip-hop, he 
eliminated the two biggest 
threats—literally and figurative- 


ly—by hoisting Yokozuna and 
Vader to their eventual fate on the 
floor. They were followed by the 
1-2-3 Kid, who shot over the 
strands like a dart. 


Although Vader was legitimale- 
ly ousted, he couldn't handle the 
He retook the ring and un- 
leashed his savage temper, batter- 
ing all who dared to stand before 
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him ШО Michaels and 


Helmsley. It took a roster of offi- 
cials and referees to restrain 
Vader's wrath. En route to the 
locker room, Vader was over- 
heard saying that "Michaels is 
dead meat, brother!" 

Seconds later, however, a man 
with many road kills to his credit 
put his engine in overdrive and 
Scteamed toward the ring. He 
указ һе former World Wrestling 
Federation Champion, the man 
with the. old and improved atti- 
tude, Diesel, and he wasted no 
time in tunning over the competi- 
Поп Victim No. 1 was Tatankg, 
who made a pothole in Frag 
pavement. ERA wa; 


SHAWN MICHAELS 

“I hate to say І told ya 
So, but 1 told you so! And 
now the Kliq and I are 
gonna party all thesway 
to WrestleMania XIII" 


the odds. His former tag team 
{тен Marty Jannetty, rushed 

з ring and bounded at the 
[БУЛО Kid. Jannetty, who 
teamed with Michaels in the Rock: 
ers in the 1980s and early 
1990s, unleashed a salvo of 
blows—all of which aimed at 
Shawn's vulnerable temple area 
Michaels was then besieged by 
the British Bulldog and Owen 
Hart, which only made many feel 
that the Heartbreak Kid didn't 
have long for the world or the 
World Wrestling Federation. 

Nevertheless, he persisted. He 
mustered the strength and the skill 
to oust Isaac Yankem D.D.S.—a 
man who weighs in excess of 
300 pounds if he weighs an 
ounce and who is as every bit as 
mean as he is huge. 

Big Daddy Cool, like his for- 
mer partner Michaels, was also 





deoling with big men. Diesel 
went toe-to-toe with Kama, the 
Supreme Fighting Machine. At 
the Rumble, Diesel threw a mon- 
key wrench to suppress the 
Supreme Machine and boosted 
him from the ring with relative 
ease—an amazing feat of 
strength when one considers Ka- 
ma's size and combative skills. 

Then came the clash the world 
didn't want to see but was forced 
to endure: Shawn battling his for- 
mer tag team partner and. lifetime 
friend, Diesel. Being the competi- 
tors that they are, the two men 
tore into one another like caged 
lions, neither giving any quarter 
or asking for a hint of forgive- 
ness. At ба lime, they were ene- 
mies, driven by the sole purpose 
of championship gold. 


o pass. Shawn 

Ë man with the odds 

im and his back against 
Wnshokoble wall, prevailed 

е tapped into his inner re- 
serves—which is only true to ath- 
letes of his caliber—and then 
eliminated Big Daddy Cool from 
the ring. Shawn Michaels, for a 
second consecutive year, will now 
face the Federation Champion at 
WrestleMania XII. 

However, Diesel wasn't quite 
through with combat. Seemingly 
motivated by a dying need to 
face the best athletes alive or "un- 
dead,” Diesel came face to face 
with the Undertaker while return: 
ing to the locker room. Prior to the 
Rumble, Diesel clarified that he 
wasn't moved or threatened in 
апу way by the Man from the 
Dark Side. With that/in mind, 
Diesel and the Taker clashed, 


pauma blows until Big Daddy. 


Cool disappeared behind the en- 
trance curtain while Shawn 
Michaels absorbed the adulation 
of his fans and the realization that 
his dream of winning the Federo- 
tion Title lay one WrestleMania 
match ahead of him. 
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n one of the most anticipated 
І Intercontinentol Title motches 
in World Wrestling Federotion 
history, Chompion Rozor Ramon 
put the belt on the line against his 
nemesis Goldust. Months prior to 
the Rumble, Goldust had bad- 
егесі Razor with the kind of dou- 
le talk that can turn the tobloid 
orld on its ear. Goldust made 
e scathing innuendos about 
r—leading the public to be- 
iat there was more to the is- 
n met the eye. Goldust 

е public to think that his 

was more of a sexual 

ian a wrestling endeavor. 

as all a calculated ploy. 

lust knew that Razor dripped 
ichismo. He knew that Razor 
as dripping with gold. But 
Goldust used innvendo—a 
method so common in the media 














ШИ RAZOR RAMON 
“Hey, they say anything goes in the 
Й World Wrestling Federation. 1 wouldn't 
have it any other way. Goldust is the 
new Intercontinental Champion now—for 
how long, well see." 













these days—and he caused the 
Bad Guy to lose his cool, 

Goldust was led to the ring by 
а stunning woman, and she— 
more than any move in his vast 
wrestling arsenal—played the 
biggest role in this drama of the 
World Wrestling Federation Inter- 
continental Title. 

Before Goldust could even dis- 
robe, Razor was all over him, 





e last thing he 
me, ‘Rock,’ he 
d, ‘sometimes when 
team is up against 
d the breaks are 
g the boys, tell 
them to go out there 
with all they've got and 
win just one for the 
Gipper’ "—Knute Rockne, 
All-American, 1940 





said to 










blasting him with punches and 
chops to the pectorals and ster- 
num. In fact, Ramon Кері the mo- 
mentum going in his favor for a 
portion of the match, perhaps in 
an effort to punish his challenger 
for every putrid remark that 
oozed from his gold-plated lips 

Everything looked as if it were 
going Ramon's way. It looked as 
if everything was falling into 
place, ba as we have seen so 
many times at the movies, there 
was а twist to the plot. 





Just when Razor was ready to, 
finish off his opponent, Goldustig 
“mystery” woman stole his atén- 
tion. As the Bad Guy turned/ sete 
ting his sights on the glamorous 
beauty, the 1-23 Kid appeared 
out of nowhere and, wilh the ref 
eree's back turned, caught Razor 
off the top rope with a kick to the 
head. Without taking а cut, 
Goldust crashed down atop the 
Bad Guy, scoring the pinfall AM 
winning the Intercontinental 
Championship, 
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FEN Ala... WORD? 


17” ver since the Undertaker 
(7 crept into the Federation іп 
5 1990, people have been 
waiting for him to face Bret Hart. 
At the time, Bret was primarily in- 
volved in tag team action; the Un- 
dertaker, then under the tutelage of 
Brother Love, was making a name 
himself in singles competition. 
Ab the years wore on, the two 
athletés began to gravitate toward 
fone another, not so much by atti- 
fudes bub by fans’ speculation. 
"Who would win if Bret wrestled 
the Grim Reaper?" people often 
asked. They wondered who would 
haye on adus Could Bret's superi- 


Or wrestling skill topple the Under- 

faker? Or would the Undertaker's 

arcane powers beat the Hit Man? 
And so the world talked. And so 





Bret; although outweighed, 


BRET HART 

“Тт mostly disappointed 
for my fans and the Un- 
dertoKers fans. We both 
wanted to see a winner I 
dont think either one of 
us would have had a prob- 
lem with the other one 
winning or losing. Diesel 
cost everybody tonight. 
What he did was dis- 
graceful for a guy who 
used to be a hero and a 
guy that people used to 
look up to. І Know I dont 
look up to him anymore. I 
havent ever since the 
Survivor Series." 

the world waited. And waited. 
And waited. The world waited until 
Janvary 21, 1996, when these 
two sensational Federation super- 
stars collided at the Royal Rumble 
with the title скс. 

As soa епскег and 
the НЕЕ һы the 
тар, they unleashed hair acce. 
|р wan: 
оп the offensive, Не snapped back 
the Taker's head with a series of 
stiff blows. One struck the Dark 
Man's chin and sent his head and 
hair flying about; another connect 
ad on his cheek and finally added 
seme color—thot of red—to his 

face. But the momentum—like 


death itself changed suddenly. 

The Undertaker, an instinctive 
or, depending on your viewpoint, 
extinctive, wrestler if there ever 
was one, turned the tides. With a 
veil of fingers, he raked the Hit 
Man's eyes, temporarily blinding 
him. The Dead Man followed up 
his actions, smashing the Hit Man 
with forearms and heavy boots to 


the midsection, the impact of which 
would have folded, if not utterly de- 
stroyed, other adversaries, but it 
did little to the Hit Man. 

He was still able to take more 
unishment, which the Undertaker 
iberally dispensed. He nailed the 
Hit Man with an Irish whip and 
blasted him with a shot to ће del 
toids from the top ropes. 

From there, the tide of battle 
ebbed and flowed іп both men's 
ы: For instance, the Undertaker 
the Hit Man, who met him 

to the skull and fol- 





thea 





went hoywire. There, they 
punched, kicked ond used the ring 
steps fo inflict mortal bodily harm 
However, these two can't be 
classified as mortal, They fought on 
—and hard. In fact, at one point, 





Bret ignored caution and dived 
throu the ropes onto the Taker— 
a feat that unquestionably took 
more heart than skill but, in the 
end, reeked of right intentions. 

Alter they exchanged a series of 
vicious blows on the arena floor, 
the action returned to the ring, 
where the match took a decided 
turn. The Undertaker—who tapped 
into his darkest reserves—mounted 
а comeback and ensnared the Hit 
Mon in the dreaded Tombstone re- 
verse piledriver, a move many say 
is downright lethal. The Undertaker 
drove the Hit Man's head into the 
mat and crossed his arms, but just 
before the Undertaker and manag- 
er Paul Bearer could administer last 


PAUL BEARER 
“т watched my Undertaker 
Tombstone Bret Hart. I 
watched my Undertaker 
cross Bret Hart's hands 
over his chest. І watched 
my Undertaker cover him, 
and 1 heard the referee 
count 1-2—and then 1 
couldnt believe it! There 
he was again—Diesel! 
Every time we turn 
around, it's Diesel! I'm 
afraid that my Undertok- 
er is going to have to do 
something about DIESEL!" 









| 
| 
| | 
| — 
rites and the pinfoll, Diesel rushed 
to ringside and yanked the referee 
from the ring—one count away 
from the decisive Ihree-count. Ther 
to add insult o injury, Big Da 
Cool flipped ап obscene gest 
the direction of the Reaper. 
It was either а soli 
Diesel wanting the grati 
defeating Bret himself or 
eno E to settle with 
dertaker. Following the in 
ence, the Undertaker leapt fror 
ring and stalked Big Daddy C 
down the aisle. In the end, the Hil 
Man had retained his title by 
means of a disqualification, WF 
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1) Д erotion debut, through his 
| | horrifying ordeal in Syra 


cuse and right up until to- 
day—only weeks before 
he attempts to turn the 
dreams of а 12-yearold 

boy into the reality and 
the destiny of o 30-year- 


old man. 
E Shawn, I'd 
like to begin by your 
telling us a little bit about 
your childh: 
SHAWN: Well, my moth- 
er and father got married 
about two or three 
months after they met 
each other. | was the 
WITH oungest of four children. 
" , we two older brothers 
Shawn Mie haels and an older sister. | was 
+ > born right outside of 
Phoenix, Arizono, in 
Scottsdole, ot Willioms 
days in the lote '80s. Аіг Force Base. My fa- 
There is a side that—up ` ther, who was born in 
until now—only his family Clinton, lowa, was а pi- 
and close friends have | lot in the Air Force. Не 
been privy to. A side that | was known as a “Fly 
shows a sincere, honest | Boy." He volunteered for 
and genuine individual ` two tours of aiy in Viet- 
who is often outspoken— | nom. My mom basically 
but, maybe even more stayed back and raised 
зо, a side that is frequent- ` us kids. Two months affer 
ly misunderstood | was born, we moved to 
Over the next two is- ` England. That's when my 
When Vince McMahon | sues of World Wrestling father went to Vietnam 
describes the Heartbreak | Federation Magazine, | for the first time. After he 
Kid Shawn Michaels, the | we are going to bring | left, we moved back to 
adjectives “flamboyant” | you up close and person- my mother's hometown of 
and “resilient” always al into the “phenom” | Storm Lake, lowa. When 
seem to come flowing out | known as the Heartbreak | he came back, he was 
of his mouth—and right- ` Kid Shawn Michaels. You | stationed at Andrews Air 
fully sol However, there is will see a side of Shawn Force Base and worked 
much more to the man Michaels that he has nev- for the Pentagon in 
who has been shaking | er revealed to the public ` Washington. When | was 
the World Wrestling Fed- before. From his early about 6 years old, we 
eration from its rafters years as an army brat to | moved to Del Rio, Texas, 
since ів early Rocker | his World Wresting Fed. | where ту father’ served 


at Laughlin Air Force 
Base and then later at 
Randolph Air Force Base 
in San Antonio. He re- 
tired at Randolph a full- 
bird colonel after 25 
YE in the Air Force 
ollowing his retirement, 
we spent the rest of our 
lives in Texas. 

Whai do you 
remember most about 
your childhood? 
SHAWN: | mostly start re- 
membering the time 
when my father was sta- 
tioned in Washington 
and we were living in 
Maryland. My family 
was always very close, | 
remember playing foot- 
ball with my brothers— 
wherever and whenever 
we could. Then, when 
we moved to San Anto- 
nio, | played football 
from UR лдер wos 4 

ears old up right up unti 
the time | Je 17 

R: Seventeen. The 
high school years. Tell me 
about that time. 
SHAWN: | was the “new 
kid” at Randolph High 
School, where | went 
from seventh to twelfth 
grade. | fit in rather 
quickly. Again, | think it 
was due to football. | al- 
ways played at the Air 
Force Base and bragged 
about being a “bigtime” 
player. | was an outside 
inebacker who always 
played both ways. | also 
played baseball and 
р but | concentroted 
mostly on football. | was 
a pretty decent student 
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who mode 
A's, B's and 
C's without trying that 
hard. | think, had 1 ар 
plied myself a little bit 
more, | might have mode 
straight А5, but | was a 
jock. You know, captain 
ol the football team. 

Are you telling 
me that this is where you 
might have developed 
ovr reputation as a 
ladies’ man? 

SHAWN: | was always a 
‘one-woman kind of guy. | 
almost always had a girl 
friend. | never ran around 
with a bunch of girls. | al- 
ways dated the most ot- 
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tractive and intelligent 
girls. | was shy, though. | 
usually didn't approach 
girls; they usually ap- 

roached me. In time | 

ecame more relaxed, 
but at that time | didn't 
say much. | guess you 
could say | was introvert- 
ed—that із, of course, be- 
fore | got into profession- 


al wrestling, 

) Which leads 
me to ту next question: 
Your start in professional 
wrestling. How? When? 
Where? Who? 
SHAWN: It's getting to 
be a boring story to 
everybody, but I'll tell you 


about it anyway. | got to 
stay up late one time— 
for the first time—when | 
was 12 years old. At 
about 12:30, Southwest 
Championship Wrestling 
came on. The first time | 
saw it, it hit me like a ton 
of bricks. | knew that wos 
what | wanted to do. | 
think | saw it os o way to 
somehow get to show my 
athleticism and also to 
get to perform in front of 
people. Again, | was al 
ways shy, but when | had 
a зач | showed off! | 
was always under а hel 
met—you know, with a 
football uniform on—l 








couldn't do it just as my- 
self, Shawn. 


How did you get started 
in the business? 
SHAWN: 

On graduation day 
everybody—as always— 
was asking me what | 
wanted to do. Everybody 
was going to college, but 
| still wanted to be a 
wrestler. | wrestled for my 
senior talent show, | went 
to the wrestling matches 
all the time, I od every 
magazine—| still have a 
stack of wrestling maga- 
zines to this day that is 6 
feet high—so | just contin- 
ued to bother my parents 
about it! Then my father, 
who was doing a lot of 
golfing at the time, met 
some people—one of 
them being a guy who 
said that he knew the 
promoter of Southwest 
Championship Wrestling. 
After nagging him and 
nagging him some more, 
my father finally took me 
down to meet the gentle- 
man, who was a used 
cor salesman—you 
know, your generous and 
honest type of guy. But, 
anyway, at 17 years old, 
| went and talked to 
him—well, he and my fo- 
ther did most of the talk- 
ing. They discussed how | 
should go to college first 
and after | was done with 
college, if | still wanted to 
be a wrestler, he would 
introduce me to someone 
who would train me, and 
we would go from there. 

So, you went 
along with that plan? 
SHAWN: For the time be- 
ing. | went to one semes- 
ter at Southwest Texas 
State University where | 
was “supposed” to at- 








tend classes. As it turned 
out, | didn't до much, but 
| did learn all that party- 
ing stuff. That's when Ani- 
mal House was big, and 
| was your regular John 
Belushi, running around 
with all my buddies. Му 
dad bough! me and a 
high school friend of 
mine a trailer so we 
didn't have to live on 
campus. We just went 
hog wild and had fun! 
EDITOR:And then what 
happened next? 

SHAWN: Well, one night 
we were having a party 
at the trailer, and | went 
into the bathroom—l 
don't know how much of 
this you can use, but it's 
the truth. | grabbed my 
electric razor, purposely 





gaffed my head with it, 
started bleeding, then 
went after my buddies 
screaming, "lm а wres- 
tler! I'm а wrestler!” | 
chased my best friend up 
the street where he went 
running up to a store, got 


on the phone with my 
mom and said, " You've 
got to make him a 
wrestler; he's going in- 
sane!" After pummeling 
my friend for a while, | 
grabbed the phone, and 
my mom said, “You've 
jot to come home!” So | 
finished thot semester, 
and then my dad and | 
went back to that used 
car salesman. My dad 
told him, "You'd better 
forget the school stuff be- 
cause he's wasting my 
money!” So then the guy 
introduced me to a 
wrestler named Jose 
Lothario. | started trainin 
when | was about 18. AF- 
ter two months, Jose told 
me that | was ready. | 
mean, | had practiced 
everything before 
we even started 
training! | knew 
what | was doing 
long before | even 
got into it. I'd аі. 
ready been watch- 
ing it for years, 
and | was ob- 
sessed with itl | 
had practiced on 
every friend thot 
| had in high 
schooll Jose most- 
ly got me in shape 
and taught me the 
finer points of 
wrestling. 
EDITOR: Tell us 
about your first 
professional 
match. 

і NN Two 
weeks after my 


nineteenth birthday, Jose 


got me booked in a terri- 
tory called Mid-South 
Wrestling, which was be- 
ing run үзі Watts. Bill 
was the first guy | ever 
worked for. | worked for 
him for six months. | had 





when | became a trouble- 
lost—in Lake Charles, | maker. | never talked to 
Louisiana, against a guy | anybody before | met 
named Art Cruz. | went | Marty. СЙ ) He 
to а 15-minute time limit | turned me into а degen- 
draw in my second erate. He was a crazy 
match, and | finally won тап! After wrestling 
my third one. After Mid- ` there for three months, 


my first match—which | 














“I never talked to anybody before I met 
Marty. He turned me into a degenerate. 
Не was a crazy тап!” 


south, Bill got me booked : Jose and Chavo Guer- 
in Kansas City with Bob тего called me and told 
Geigel. It was in Kansas те that Southwest Cham- 
City that | met Marty Jan- | pionship Wrestling had 
netty and tag teamed | turned into Texas All-Star 
with him Ses Wa got to | Wrestling, and they want 
hang around with each ed me to come back 
other a bit, and that's | home and be the "home- 
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back to Son Antonio and 
started wrestling. 

From there, 
you found your way into 
the AWA (American 
Wrestling Alliance), 
where you worked for 
Verne Gagne. It was in 
the AWA that, along with 
Marty Jannetty, the Mid- 
night Rockers were 
formed. In the months 











that followed, the Mid- 
night Rockers became a 
sensation, thus allowing 
you and Marty to make 
your first mark in the 
wrestling world. Tell me 
about that time and 
about your relationship 
with Marty Jannetty out- 
side of the ring. 

SHAWN: We were best 
friends. | don’t think you 
could get any closer than 
we were. Looking back 
on it, | don’t know, may- 
be it wasn't the relation- 
ship | thought it was, but 
nonetheless we were 
close. We were all each 
other had. We lived in 





the same area, we trav- 
eled together, we were 
with each other for practi 
cally 24 hours a day for 
six years—and we had a 
blast! We were doin: 
something that we love: 
to dol We were rocking 
the house, we were hav- 
ing good matches, we 
were learning and we 
were having fun! We 
weren't making "huge" 
money, but we were mak- 
ing good money. | was 
driving a 3007Х, and we 
were partying and just 
having a Біазії 

Next stop, the 
World Wrestling Federa- 


tion. How did that come 
about, Shawn? 
SHAWN: While we were 
in the AWA, we got a lot 
of exposure on cable tele- 
vision. In time we got a 
call from the World 
Wrestling Federation and 
were asked to соте in 
for a TV taping. The night 
of the taping—our first 
night in—we had o little 
fun at o nightclub, and 
the second day we got 
fired. [Laughing]. The sec- 
ond day we were gonel 
So it was back down to 
the trenches again. We 
went down to the Conti- 
nental Wrestling Al- 
liance, where we had to 
live in Birmingham, Al- 
абата. AGH! | lived іп 
this underground, dark, 
dreary apartment and 
was MISERABLE! | felt as 
if | had blown EVERY- 
THING! Somehow—l 
don't know how—it all 
became my fault. It soon 
became a HUGE story! 
There were o lot of peo- 
ple jealous of Marty and 
me back then. 

) How long wos 
it before you and Marty 
were given a second 
chance by the World 
Wrestling Federation? 
SHAWN: One more 
year. After Continental 
we went back to the 
AWA, where we won the 
Tag Team Title again 
Soon after that we got 
another call from the 
World Wrestling Federa- 
tion asking us if we were 
ready to be “goo 
boys.” | was 23 years 
old at the time. 

: After goin: 
through the ranks an 
paying your dues, how 
did you adjust to finally 
making it to the “big 





leagues"? Was the transi- | 


fion difficult for you? 


SHAWN: lt was obvious- 
іу ће big leagues! Marty 
and | were both around 


people whom we 


had 


watched for years! It was 
like a dream come true! 
We were among the 
biggest names in wres- 
tling. We were going to 
New York City. We were 
going to Los Angeles. 

le were going to Chica- 
о, AND we were per- 
forming in front of huge 
crowds of people! Then, 


on top of all 1 


were still the pay: 


iat, there 
-рег- 


views! It was certainly 
everylhing we expected 
and тогеї And we were 
still having a good time! | 
think the Rockers had a 


lot of influence on tag | 


team wrestling in gener- 
al. We were the team, | 
think, that pioneered the 
way for a lot of tag 


teams. We made 


ople 


look lazy. We made peo- 
pe Gel OH Fel" бо ad 
ave to work a lot harder! 

In time came 
the breakup of the Rock- 
ers. Since the bulk of the 
success in your career 
came within the tag team 


ranks, was there 


any 


doubt in your mind that 
Shawn Michaels could 
make it in the World 
Wrestling Federation as 
an individual performer? 
Any insecurities? What 
was going through your 


mind at the time? 


SHAWN: No. | always 
knew from the day that | 
broke in that what | want- 
ed to do was be a sin- 
pe superstar, be the 

est and be a world 
champion—NO DOUBTI 


The tag team thin; 
happened. When 


just 
met 


Marty, we tagged one 
lime, and something was 
just there. He knew it, 
and | knew it. We were 
away from each other for 
almost a year before we 
saw mach other again 
and formed the Midnight 


Rockers. It was just some- 
thing that... it was the 
road that had to be trav- 
eled. | think it had to hap- 
pen before everything 


else happened for me in 
singles. Again, at that 
time the wrestling busi- 
ness was dominated by 
something different, and | 
don't know what. It was 
just something different. 

le just gelled together. 


We had magic, Marty 
and |. | enjoyed every 
second of it, but there 
was never any doubt in 
my mind that one day | 





ЖО ЖУ Б 
КУАШ А Баас 
[Куз my ve 
[рту goal 


(Next month in part 
two of "The Kid and 
the Dream," Shawn 
Michaels discusses such 
topics as: the ladder 
match that changed his 
career; his personal rela- 
tionship with Diesel; the 
horror he faced in Syra- 


| cuse, New York, and 


how close he really did 
come іо retirement; Vince 
McMahon; loyalty to the 
Federation; and what the 
future holds for him.) W 
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mmediately following his savage actions on Mon- 
day Night Raw, fans and critics were already 
speculating as to when and IF VADER would ever 
return to the World Wrestling Federation. 
However, within minutes of the carnage of interim 
President GORILLA MONSOON, one man felt he al- 
ready knew the answer to that question. “It’s prepos- 
terous!” said JAMES E. CORNETTE'S attorney 
CLARENCE MASON when | questioned him back- 
stage. "There is no doubt in anybody's mind 
that MR. VADER was provoked. He was 
backed into o corner by MR. MONSOON 
like a caged animal. It was clearly a case of 
self-defense. In my professional opinion, 
MR. VADER will be reinstated in no time! If 
.| not, MR. MONSOON can expect to be hit 
with a lawsuit!” The question now remains: 
15 MASON just talking trash, or will MR. 
VADER be finding his way back into the 
squared circle. My opinion? MR. VADER 
WILL BE FINDING HIS WAY BACK INTO. 
THE SQUARED CIRCLEI... By the way, did 
(БОРША MONSOON care to check ROW- 
DY RODDY PIPER'S resume before naming 
him the acting Federation president in his 
absence? | just don't see BILL CLINTON 
beoting NEWT GINGRICH over the heod 
with a coconull... Rumor has it that newcom- 
er MANKIND may have formerly wrestled 
under the name of CACTUS JACK. If such is 
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the case, this could explain his mutilated ear. You 
see, CACTUS JACK was known for having his ear 
severed in a horrifying barbed-wire match in 
Jopan!... Will JAKE "THE SNAKE" ROBERTS once 
again enroll in active fulltime World Wrestling Fed- 
eration duty? This insider says you can bet your 
python on itl... AHMED JOHNSON was rushed to 
the hospital following his Royal Rumble "kabong- 

ing” courtesy of DOUBLE J JEFF JARRETT. Even 
though many of you saw AHMED leave the ring 
under his own power, he passed out in the locker 
room a few hours later. Doctors diagnosed him as 
having a concussion. Exclusive photos of the inci- 
dent can be seen in the premiere April issue of 
WORLD WRESTING FEDERATION RAW... Speak- 
ing of DOUBLE J JEFF JARRETT, | heard that there is 
one individual who is just BEGGIN’ to get his hands 
‘on him! And, wait until he reads DOUBLE J'S com- 
ments in next month's magazinel... The rumors were 
reality. The ULTIMATE WARRIOR was within o hair 
of signing on the dotted line to compete in this year’s 
Royal Rumble. At the wire, things just didn’t pan out 
for the two sides—BUT—don't kill the deal yet! Re- 
member—as they say—ANYTHING can happen іп 
the World Wrestling Federation... As of press time, 
GOLDUST and MARLENA were contemplating 
whether or not to attend the Academy Awards. In 
the past, GOLDUST has snubbed them, stating, “I'm 
пої an actor; I'm a movie зіагі"--Му Favorite Year 
1982... Until next time... МЕ 
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Take your own private tour of World 
restling Federation headquarters 
located in Stamford, Connecticut! 


Purchase exclusive World Wrestling 
Federation merchandise withthe 
touch of a button. 









latest World Wrestling 
Federation television shovs! 


















from the moin screen you con Download photos, list 
acess any of these great features dips, mation video di | 
site has o off and much, much more! | 





An Inside look at the latest issue of | plete bios, pictures and st in cha! forum for the 
World Wrestling F of all the greot World Wrestling ss current World Wres 
before it comes out! Federation superstars. Federation hoppenings! 
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ЕЕЕ The Bad Guy 


With The 
Sus Big Heart 


PHOTOS ВУ 5ТЕМЕ KAGAN 





Razor Takes on the 
Real Champions 


n a recent episode of the 
“Jerry Springer Show,” Razor 
Ramon answered) the, Бей 
when he surprised loyal sup, 
porter and big-time fan Tyler before 
a nationally televised audience, How- 
ever, ta the Bad Guy, Tyler was more 
of-a hero to him than he could ever 
be to the courageous boy. 

























Tyler is. HIV- 
positive due to а tainted blood 
transfusion, He Knows what it is to 
fight; and according; to the Bad Guy, 
һе! is) truly.the "real champion.” 
Along with. friend. Hydeia, also a child 
who tested HIV-positive, Razor had 
these words to say: "These guys have 
to fight. every single day of the year. 1 
know.'that Рт on the road over 300 
times, а увагу and sometimes | feel bad, 
but these guys are fighting the real 
fight!" Following: those words, Razor 
handed over his Intercontinental Belt to 
Tyler and ‘said, “This is the Interconti- 
nental Belt. Рие. had it four times: 
get another one.) You just make sure 
that you share this with Hydeia, 

“U don't need, these cameras to be 
herey? Razor. went оп; to tell the teary- 
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DOWN 

>“? | Dear British Bulldog, \ 
Р | 1 think your little change in attitude has been wonderfüll.Now that you аге | 
> / finally on the right path, do you think you will challenge Shawn.Michaels, \ 

> > | | since he was the one who cost you the Royal Rumble in 19957 

| John Slater, Bridg geport, зе Tm 

It's nice to see at least one’ 

you has a brain out there! | 





Challenge Shawn 
challenge him every day of the, 


week! It appears that the | 
Concussion Kid doesn't want ay | 
\ 


part of this Big Dog! Voir know 
what?—I DON'T 
BLAME НІМІ 


2 D = 
TON ТИЕН 
cau jc 





nant оо 





a ein w. 
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Dear Bret, 
Outside of the ring how do 
you ike to dent ls lero o 
particular store in which 
you like to shop? 
Carol Alta. 
Bloomington, MN 
Dear Carol, 
I like to dress real casual. | 
don't like to feel too restrict- 
ed or confined. I've always 
been a jeans and T-shirt 
kind of guy. | know that’s 
not how champions are 
supposed to dress, but | 
ion't really саге. That's 
how Neil Young and Ed- 
die Vetter dress, so 
that's how | dress. As 
far as where | shop? 
You know, it's 
funny, but | 
ave a lot 
trouble 
finding sizes 
that fit me. I'm 
not a giant by 
any meons, but | 
still have problems 
finding things that бі. 
find that Abercrom- 
bies usually has some 
decent size clothing. I'm 
usually able to walk off 
with some stuff from there. 





































Dear Bret, 
What is going to be your 
strategy in the ring when 
ou meet ће Heartbreak 
Ка Shawn Michaels? 
William Carlise. 

Seattle, WA 


Dear William, 

Shawn Michaels is a 

qu who's quite mo- 
ile. He's got a lot of 








zip. He's a great wrestler, 
but from an impact stand- 
point, І feel that | can 

und him down and slow 
is wheels a little. He does 
a lot of really "fancy" stuff, 
but some of that fancy 
wrestling Shawn does 


doesn't necessaril 


win 


nd matches. What Í do is 
igh-impact—hard, gritty, 
technical wrestling that will 
knock your socks off if 
you're not prepared for it. | 
think that Shawn and | are 
very close to being equal 
when it comes down to en- 
durance and speed, but 
when we both start dishini 

out our heavy artillery, he’s 


going to lose! 


Dear Bret, 


Do you ever help your kids 


with their homework? 
Susan Lee 
Denver, CO 


Dear Susan, 


| try. I'm pretty good at En- 
glih and Social Studies, 
so | can give my kids some 
help there. Of course, I'm 
always quick to draw them 
stuff whenever they need 


any help with their art, 


THIS MONTH'S WINNER 
COREY WALLACE 
DULUTH, MN 
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Hi, wrestling fans! This is Dallas "Sticks" 
Hart coming at you once again. Yeah, you 
guessed it. I got the drums I wanted for 
Christmas. In our house, "silence is not 
&olden" anymore. Speaking of gold, this 


month I want to take a look back at 
the golden moments of past 
WrestleManias, more specifi- 
cally at the WrestleManias 
that I attended. 

My first WrestleMania 
was WrestleMania IV in 
Atlantic City, New Jer- 
sey, at Trump Plaza. I 
was 4 years old, and 
this was my first trip 
for two reasons. First of 
all, it was the first time 
I was away from my 
mom. Secondly, it was 
the first time that I was 
alone with my dad on 
a trip. I remember how 
amazed I was when I saw a 
“moving sidewalk” at the airport. 
The trip was going smoothly until I 
accidentally locked myself in our hotel bath- 
room. It took Dad two hours to coax me to 
turn the lock the other way. 

I met some interesting people at Wrestle- 
Mania IV. There were celebrities such ав 
Gladys Knight, Vanna White, Bob Uecker 
&nd Ivana and Donald Trump. I asked my 
dad if I could take a picture with “the letter 
turner girl" I still have that picture up on 
our bulletin board of celebrity photos. The 
most interesting wrestler that I met that 
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night was Andre the Giant. He shook my 
hand, and I couldn’t help thinking that his 
hand was just as big as my dad’s baseball 
glove at home іп Canada. 

Of course, the most memorable thing 
about WrestleMania IV was my dad's 
match. He was in the battle roy- 
&l The winner was to receive 
prize money and a 7-foot tro- 
phy. It came down to Bad 
News Brown, Junk Yard 
Dog and my dad. Dad and 
News teamed up on JYD. 
It seemed as if they 

were going to share the 
prize money when all 
of a sudden News drop- 
kicked my dad when 
Dad wasn't looking. 
News won the match. 
I was really Шай when 
I saw Dad jump back 
into the ring and smash 
the huge trophy to bits. 
Although I went on quite & 
few trips after WrestleMania IV, I 
didn't go to another WrestleMania until 
WrestleMania VII in Los Angeles, California, 
at the Sports Arena, This time my dad 
took our whole family. He even took Gram- 
my, Grampy, Aunt Georgia, Aunt Sandy and 
my cousin Bronwyne. 

Jade, Bronwyne and I were reminiscing 
about this бгіру апа we all had a different 
story. I'll always remember the cool time 
we had at Disneyland. Dad’s friend Mitch 
Ackerman is the vice president of Disney 


- wy 


TV, and he gave us VIP passes and a per- 
sonal tour guide. We didn't have to wait in 
line for the rides. We agreed that our fa- 
vorite ride was Splash Mountain. Jade re- 
called our tour of Universal Studios. Our 
tour guide said King Kong pulls the pony- 
tails of little girls, and to Jade's horror, she 
was sporting а ponytail that day. At, Univer- 
sal Studios I was scared when Jaws’ giant 
mouth came gnashing out of the water 
at us. Bronwyne remembered looking out of 
the window of our hotel and seeing a home- 
less person with a shopping cart. He was 
making a bed out of a garbage bag on the 
sidewalk. When she woke up the next morn- 
ing, she ran to the window and saw that 
the homeless person was gone. Jade was 7 
years old, and Bronwyne and I were 6. At a 
young age we all became aware of how 
lucky we were to have homes. 

Like all of the WrestleManias, Wrestle- 
Mania VII had its share of famous people. 
We had our picture taken with all of them. 
There was Henry “The Fonz” Winkler from 
“Happy Days” fame. Aunt Sandy was espe- 
cially thrilled to get her picture taken with 
Willie Nelson. Jade, Bronwyne and I were 
psyched to see Macaulay Culkin there. 

It was a Federation Tag Team Title de- 
fense for Dad and Uncle Jim that night. 
They took on the Nasty Boys. The last time 
we saw Dad before his match, he said to 
Jade and me, “If anything happens to me, 
don't get upset. ГІ be ОК. I always am.” 
Dad and Uncle Jim lost the belts that night, 
and Jade and I cried (whoa, I can't believe 
that I'm telling you this). 

The next WrestleMania I went to was 
WrestleMania VIII in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
at the Hoosier Dome. Dad brought Grammy, 
Grampy and Aunt Michelle. I didn't expect 


Indianapolis to be such a cool city, but it 
was. In the airport at Indianapolis there 
was an Indy 500 racing car on display. My 
dad is a war buff, and later he took us to 
see the war monument in downtown Indi- 
anapolis. It was huge. Across from our hotel 
was an old train station that had been con- 
verted into a mall. Dad and Mom always 
make sure we explore the traditions and the 
history of any place we visit. 

At the Hoosier Dome we didn’t get to min- 
gle too much because Blade was sick. I did 
manage to grab a glimpse of Reba McEntire 
as she went back into her limo. We sat in 
the Sky Suite and had to watch the matches 
on the monitor because the ring was so far 
away. One perk was that we had our own 
waitress with free popcorn and pop. 

Dad was fighting Rowdy Roddy Piper for 
Roddy's Intercontinental Belt. It was a 
grueling match, and I was concerned when I 
saw blood coming from my dad’s nose. 
Things got so tough that Roddy was going 
to hit Dad with the timekeeper's bell. Fortu- 
nately, Roddy couldn't do it because he re- 
spects my dad too much. Dad won the belt 
that night and many belts since, 

WrestleMania, XII will be held in Anaheim, 
California, at the Arrowhead Pond. Here my 
dad (that’s after he beats Diesel at In Your 
House, of couse) either takes on Uncle Owen 
or Shawn Michaels. It all depends on the 
outcome of their February In Your House 
match-up. If Shawn does win, it worries me 
that he has had three months off to recover 
and get himself in shape, while my dad 
has defended the belt every night ever 
since he won it. My faith is in my dad, 
and we will all be there for him because 
our family motto is “UNITED WE STAND, 
UNITED WE TAKE ALLII” W 
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THIS MONTH'S SECRET SUPERSTAR IS: ALDO MONTOYA 
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